
 

 

January 5, 2017 

M17-002 

 

To: SPEEA Council Delegates 

From: SPEEA Legislative and Public Affairs Committee 

Subject: Pre-Submitted New Business:  Support federal and state legislation to make 
college affordable, reduce student debt burden and provide greater access to 
higher education for all students in US. 

 
 
Background 

There is now over 1.2 trillion in outstanding educational debt, affecting more than 40 million Americans. 
The Federal Reserve Bank has concluded that Americans now owe more on student loans than on credit 
cards. Outstanding student loans now exceed $1.2 trillion.  Increasing numbers of students—especially 
low-income students and people of color—see their educational opportunities curtailed by the specter of 
long-term debt. 
President Obama called for an aggressive strategy to address student loan debt relief, including Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness, Income-Based Repayment and other loan repayment assistance programs. 
 
This has become a mounting debt to new generations of American workers, including the prospective 
next generation of engineering and technical workers in the Aerospace industry. 
 
(AFL-CIO Resolution 36) 2013 convention, the AFL-CIO pledged to: 
• Support legislation and policies at the federal level that will help reduce the burden of student debt by: 
reforming bankruptcy laws to allow student debt to be discharged through bankruptcy, requiring 
institutions to counsel students who have not exhausted their federal financial aid and loan options before 
they certify private loans, introducing refinancing options for existing loans, consolidating loan forgiveness 
programs into one similar  to the federal Pay As You Earn Repayment Plan (which allows  loan 
forgiveness after 20 years with monthly payments equal to 10 percent of the borrower’s discretionary 
income), and allowing borrowers to swap private loans for federal loans with more- favorable repayment 
conditions and options; 

• Demand that private student loan lenders increase flexibility in repayment options for borrowers of 
private student loans, including loan forgiveness and income-based repayment options; 

• Support legislation and policies at the federal and state levels that increase funding and access to 
needs-based aid; simplify the process for applying for this aid; provide financial and academic support to 
first-generation students, low-income students and students of color; and give undocumented students 
who have graduated from high schools in the United States access to federal financial aid; 

• Encourage its state and local affiliates to support state legislation and policies that will increase public 
investment in instruction and student support services at public colleges and universities, and that will 
decrease the financial burden for students and their families rather than restructure and prolong the 
burden, as policies such as “Pay It Forward” may do; 

• Support legislation and policies at the federal level that will curb and eliminate the frauds and abuses 
practiced by predatory lending institutions and unscrupulous for-profit colleges; and  

For example: The following bill was been introduced for 2016 

 H.R.5106 — 114th Congress (2015-2016) 

To make college more affordable, reduce student debt, and provide greater access to higher education for 
all students of the United States. 

 

Motion It is moved that the SPEEA Council supports federal and state legislative efforts to make 
college affordable, reduce student debt burden and provide greater access to trade schools, 
community colleges, universities and internships for all students in the US. The committee will 
review legislation and support public policy based on adherence to these principles. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5106?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22student+debt%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1


 

 

 
The SPEEA L&PA Committee recommends approval of this action 
Pro: Invests in future US workforce and educates citizenry for challenges of this century. 
Con: It will require larger investment that may have to tap other federal and state revenue sources. 
 

Note: Per SPEEA Policy Section V Subsection A, Paragraph 5 “Passage or adoption of any SPEEA legislative or public issues 

proposal shall be by published ballot and require:  

a)   Total affirmative vote cast must be at least a simple majority of the total number of seated Council Representatives.  Council 

Representatives who are employed beyond 50 statute miles from the meeting and are unable to attend are excluded from the total 

number required.” 

 


